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The first tendency has progressed so far that only nine
commonwealths1 apply the primitive methods of the property
tax to railroads. In these states, located with a single excep-
tion in the South and in the far West, the regular local
assessors still include railroad property in the county assess-
ment. Twenty-four commonwealths2 have broken away
from the original custom so far as to have the railroad
property assessed for state purposes not by local officials
but by a special board.3 The tax, it is true, is imposed
at the usual rate of the general property tax ; but some
of the difficulties of local assessments of such property
have been obviated. In a few of these cases, like Cali-
fornia, Colorado, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas and Missouri, the
state boards assess the greater part of the property, like road-
bed and rolling stock, but leave the remainder to be appraised
by the local assessors. In most instances special rules are
provided for the assessment of the track and rolling stock of
roads that lie partly without the state, generally in the pro-
portion which the state mileage bears to the whole mileage.

For reasons to be discussed later, this first reform of rail-
road taxation has not been completely satisfactory. The
remaining fifteen4 commonwealths, including most of the

1 Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Oregon, Rhode Island, Tennessee,
Texas, Utah and Washington.

2 Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Illi-
nois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas,  Kentucky, Mississippi,  Missouri,  Montana,
Nebraska,  Nevada, New Hampshire, North  Carolina   (as an alternative
method), Ohio, South Carolina, South Dakota, Virginia and West Virginia.
In North Carolina, if the road is not taxed on its property it pays on gross
receipts.   In Kentucky and Mississippi there are additional taxes.

8 This is known as the "board of railroad commissioners in Arkansas,
board of railroad assessors in Kansas, board of assessment for railroads in
Alabama, board of appraisers and assessors in North Carolina, board of pub-
lic works in Virginia and West Virginia, state executive council in Iowa,
board of railroad commissioners in Kentucky and Mississippi, state board of
tax commissioners in Indiana, and board of equalization in all the remaining
cases except Florida, where the comptroller, attorney-general and treasurer
act ex officio as assessors.

4 Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michi-
gan, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota,
Pennsylvania, Vermont and Wisconsin.